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POLICY: 
The following is the policy and procedures of the Citrus County Board of County 
Commissioners with respect to Municipal Service Benefit Units for Street Lighting 
Districts within recorded subdivisions. The costs will be collected the same as ad 
valorem taxes and will be assessed by each Equivalent Residential Unit, (ERU). 
 
PROCEDURE: 
A Homeowner’s Association or a property owner representing the subdivision residents 
within the proposed lighting district shall submit a petition signed by fifty percent plus 
one (50% plus 1) of the property owners with improved parcels (residential dwelling) in 
the proposed assessment district to the Land Section.  The Association or 
representative must contact and work with their local electric utility company and 
provide the following: 
 
1. The recorded plat or a map prepared by a licensed, professional engineer indicating 

the lots within the subdivision, and location of the proposed street lights within the 
subdivision. 

 
2. A separate cost figure determined by the electric utility company on company 

stationery for the number of lights needed, construction, installation, type of fixture 
and size of pole, energy costs, and any and all costs that are required for the project.

 
The completed petition, maps, and costs must be submitted to Land Section by August 
1 to be considered in the following fiscal year’s program.  The deadline date for petition 
submittal may be changed and notice of such change provided in order to meet budget 
or legal constraints. 
 
Land Section will send to those owners of improved property who signed the petition, a 
form to verify their signature.  The form will be returned to Land Section within a given 
time frame.  Without the return of required verified signatures the project will be placed 
inactive. 
 
The First Public Hearing must be conducted prior to January 1st in accordance with 
Section 197.3632, Florida Statutes.  The Second and Final Public Hearing will be 
conducted between June 1st and September 15th. 
 
First year costs will include construction, installation, poles, energy, advertising for 
public notice, Property Appraiser’s administrative and first year start up fees, and Tax 
Collector’s administrative fees.  These costs will be applied equally to each ERU. 
  
Payment for mailing and staff time shall be prepaid by the Homeowner’s Association or 
representative.  The preliminary cost will be calculated on a per parcel basis with a 
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minimum amount of $100.00.  This cost will be reimbursed upon the approval of the 
Second Public Hearing and said costs will be assessed to the affected property in the 
overall assessment for the project. 
 
The representative will be notified of the First Public Hearing with preliminary cost figures.  
All affected property owners will be notified of the Second Public Hearing with final cost 
figures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOOTNOTES & REFERENCES TO RELATED AR’s: Supersedes AR 11.01 dated April 
10, 2001. 
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PETITION 
 

STREET LIGHTING MUNICIPAL SERVICE BENEFIT UNIT 
 
We the undersigned owners of property in the _________________________________ 
a recorded subdivision Citrus County Florida hereby request the Citrus County Board of 
County Commissioners initiate a Street Lighting Municipal Service Benefit Unit in said 
area.  It is the intent of the petitioners that the special assessments levied for street 
lighting purposes be collected in the same manner as ad valorem taxes.  If approved it is 
proposed that ____________________ lights be installed in said unit.  A plat map or 
other description clearly indicating the location of each lighting fixture pertaining to the 
adjacent lot line and cost figures are attached hereto as Exhibit “A”.  The proposed street 
lights will not be installed until after passing the Second/Final Public Hearing and the 
yearly real estate tax bills have been sent. 

It is further understood that the petition must be signed by fifty percent plus one (50% 
plus 1) of the property owners with improved parcels (residential dwelling) in the 
proposed assessment district.  This petition must be returned to the Land Section office 
prior to August 1st of each year to be considered in the following year’s program. 

We understand and agree the total cost involved in the proposed assessment will be 
borne by the assessment district. 
 
 
 
 
Representative/Contact Person__________________________________________ 
 
 
Address____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
City_______________________________  State____________  Zip______________ 
 
 
Phone______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PETITIONERS 

 
 

NAME (Printed) SIGNATURE  ADDRESS  PHONE 
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